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LIFEgroup  
Study Guide
This study guide follows along with 
LBF Church’s current Sunday message series, 
and is intended to be a supplement in your 
daily passionate pursuit of Jesus. 

• Watch last Sunday’s message video: 
  [www.lbf.church/resources]

Is your group stumped? Did you come to 
a question that you feel needs clarification? 
Our church isn’t too big, contact Pastor Dan 
with your questions. 

• Contact Pastor Dan: 
danfranklin@lbfchurch.com
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Take Your Son
Lesson 9  •  February 3  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
Our devotion to God is tested by whatever 
could most easily take his place.

Getting Started
1. What do you think are God’s purposes 
for testing us?

2. Share about a time when God tested you. 
What did you learn from the experience?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 21-23, but focus 
in on Genesis 22:1-19, which is copied below.

"1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said 
to him, “Abraham!” “Here I am,” he replied. 2 Then 
God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice 
him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will 
show you.” 3 Early the next morning Abraham got up 
and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his 

servants and his son Isaac. When he had cut enough 
wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place 
God had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham 
looked up and saw the place in the distance. 5 He 
said to his servants, “Stay here with the donkey while 
I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 
we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood 
for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, 
and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the 
two of them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and 
said to his father Abraham, “Father?” “Yes, my son?” 
Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac 
said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 Abraham answered, “God himself will provide the 
lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of 
them went on together. 9 When they reached the 
place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar 
there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son 
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to 
slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to 
him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!” “Here I am,” 
he replied. 12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. 
“Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your 
son, your only son.” 13 Abraham looked up and there 
in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went 
over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that 
place 
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The Lord Will Provide. And to this day it is said, 
“On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” 
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from 
heaven a second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, 
declares the Lord, that because you have done this 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
17 I will surely bless you and make your descendants 
as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take 
possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and 
through your offspring all nations on earth will be 
blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 
19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they 
set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed 
in Beersheba."

The first nine chapters of Abraham’s story (Genesis 
12-20) revolve around an old man being promised a 
son. Finally in Genesis 21 a son is born to Abraham’s 
wife Sarah, and their joy overflows. God has kept his 
promise!

Then we reach Genesis 22 when God gives Abraham 
a test. The passage specifically says that God tests 
Abraham. This is not because God intends to cause 
us to fail, but because God is a good Father who 
refines his children. This test was not intended to ruin 
Abraham’s faith, but to sharpen it.

The test was for Abraham to take his son Isaac and 
sacrifice him in a place that God would show him. 
This parallels the idea that back in Genesis 12 God 
called Abraham to leave his home country and to go 
to a place God would show him. We don’t get insight 
into Abraham’s inner turmoil about this test. We 
simply see Abraham being obedient. He packs up the 
necessary supplies and heads to the mountain with 
his son. Along the way Isaac notices that they have 
everything that they need, except a lamb to sacrifice. 
Abraham replies that God himself will provide a lamb.

It could be easy to think that Abraham was simply
lying to his son in order to keep from answering
a devastating question. It seems likely, though, that 
there is something else happening in that interaction. 
Hebrews 11:19 says in reference to this story,
“Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the 
dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive 
Isaac back from death.” In other words, Abraham 
walked into this situation believing that God would 
somehow intervene and save Isaac. After all, Isaac was 
the son of the promise. In Abraham’s mind, God would 
have to do something to make this situation work.

On top of the mountain, Abraham builds an altar
and then ties Isaac on it. Abraham was an old man,
so it seems almost certain that Isaac must have 
willingly participated in this. But just as Abraham lifts 
the knife to kill his son, an angel stops him. And God 
himself does provide a substitute sacrifice in the form 
of a ram who gets caught in a thicket.

Abraham passed the test. He was willing to trust God, 
even when God demanded that he sacrifice what was 
most precious to him. And as a result God confirms his 
promises to Abraham.

This story is not only a profound example of what it 
means to live by faith in God, but it is also a picture
of something that God would do many years later.
Just as Abraham was a father who was willing
to sacrifice his son, God himself was willing to
sacrifice his own Son for the salvation of humanity.
Abraham held nothing back from God, and God holds 
nothing back from us. 
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Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. In verse 2 God tests Abraham by telling him 
to sacrifice his son Isaac. Why do you think this 
was the test that God chose?

5. In verse 8 Abraham tells Isaac that “God himself 
will provide a lamb for the burnt offering.” Why do you 
think Abraham says this? Look up Hebrews 11:17-19 for 
help on what Abraham’s mindset might have been? 

6. Read the words of God in verse 12. What does this 
tell you about the purpose of this test?

7. What significance do you draw from how God 
provides a sacrifice and by what Abraham names 
the place (verses 13-14)?

Wrestling with Issues
8. One reason why this passage is so troubling is 
that God tells Abraham to do something that seems 
horribly immoral. If any of us today thought we heard 

God tell us to kill our child, we would assume that we 
misheard God. Why do you think Abraham went along 
with God’s command?

Taking it to Heart
9. Look at Genesis 22:12 and then look at Romans 
8:32. How does the Abraham/Isaac story serve 
as a preview for Jesus?

 
10. God is trustworthy—even when he calls us to 
sacrifice things that we love. Is there anything in your 
life right now that you think God is asking you to give 
up so that you can be more fully devoted to him?
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A Bride for Isaac
Lesson 10  •  February 10  •  by Bill Mulligan

Main Point
God is always faithful to keep his promises.

Getting Started
1. Share a time in your life where God has answered 
a prayer that could only be explained by God’s power 
and not just a coincidence?

2. Why do you think we struggle with the belief 
that God is faithful to keep His promises?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 24-26, but focus 
in on Genesis 24:1-31, which is copied below.

"1Abraham was now very old, and the Lord had 
blessed him in every way. 2He said to the senior 
servant in his household, the one in charge of all that 
he had, “Put your hand under my thigh. 3I want you to 
swear by the Lord, the God of heaven and the God 

of earth, that you will not get a wife for my son from 
the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I am 
living, 4but will go to my country and my own relatives 
and get a wife for my son Isaac.” 5The servant asked 
him, “What if the woman is unwilling to come back with 
me to this land? Shall I then take your son back to the 
country you came from?” 6“Make sure that you do not 
take my son back there,” Abraham said. 7“The Lord, 
the God of heaven, who brought me out of my father’s 
household and my native land and who spoke to me 
and promised me on oath, saying, ‘To your offspring 
I will give this land’—he will send his angel before you 
so that you can get a wife for my son from there. 
8If the woman is unwilling to come back with you, 
then you will be released from this oath of mine. 
Only do not take my son back there.” 9So the servant 
put his hand under the thigh of his master Abraham 
and swore an oath to him concerning this matter. 
10Then the servant left, taking with him ten of his 
master’s camels loaded with all kinds of good things 
from his master. He set out for Aram Naharaim 
and made his way to the town of Nahor. 11He had the 
camels kneel down near the well outside the town; it 
was toward evening, the time the women go out to 
draw water. 12Then he prayed, “Lord, God of my master 
Abraham, make me successful today, 
and show kindness to my master Abraham. 
13See, I am standing beside this spring, and the 
daughters of the townspeople are coming out to 
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draw water. 14May it be that when I say to a young 
woman, ‘Please let down your jar that I may have 
a drink,’ and she says, ‘Drink, and I’ll water your 
camels too’—let her be the one you have chosen 
for your servant Isaac. By this I will know that you 
have shown kindness to my master.” 15Before he had 
finished praying, Rebekah came out with her jar on 
her shoulder. She was the daughter of Bethuel son 
of Milkah, who was the wife of Abraham’s brother 
Nahor. 16The woman was very beautiful, a virgin; 
no man had ever slept with her. She went down to 
the spring, filled her jar and came up again.
17The servant hurried to meet her and said, “Please 
give me a little water from your jar.” 18“Drink, my lord,” 
she said, and quickly lowered the jar to her hands 
and gave him a drink. 19After she had given him a 
drink, she said, “I’ll draw water for your camels too, 
until they have had enough to drink.” 20So she quickly 
emptied her jar into the trough, ran back to the well 
to draw more water, and drew enough for all his 
camels. 21Without saying a word, the man watched 
her closely to learn whether or not the Lord had 
made his journey successful. 22When the camels had 
finished drinking, the man took out a gold nose ring 
weighing a beka and two gold bracelets weighing ten 
shekels. 23Then he asked, “Whose daughter are you? 
Please tell me, is there room in your father’s house 
for us to spend the night?” 24She answered him, 
“I am the daughter of Bethuel, the son that Milkah 
bore to Nahor.” 25And she added, “We have plenty 
of straw and fodder, as well as room for you to 
spend the night.” 26Then the man bowed down 
and worshiped the Lord, 27saying, “Praise be to 
the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has 
not abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to 
my master. As for me, the Lord has led me on the 
journey to the house of my master’s relatives.” 28The 
young woman ran and told her mother’s household 
about these things. 29Now Rebekah had a brother 

named Laban, and he hurried out to the man at the 
spring. 30As soon as he had seen the nose ring, and 
the bracelets on his sister’s arms, and had heard 
Rebekah tell what the man said to her, he went out 
to the man and found him standing by the camels 
near the spring. 31“Come, you who are blessed by the 
Lord,” he said. “Why are you standing out here? I have 
prepared the house and a place for the camels."

In chapters 24-26 we begin to see the winding down 
of Abraham’s life on this earth and the continuing 
promises of God to make a great nation through the 
descendants of Abraham and to bring forth a future 
descendant that would bless all nations.  Sarah has 
died and Abraham is getting older and senses the 
need to find a wife for his son, Isaac.  His faith is 
strong that the Lord will continue to keep the promises 
He made but he also has a concern that his son will 
not marry a Canaanite woman who might lead him 
astray from the one true God.  He also understands 
that God’s promise involves Isaac staying in the area 
that God promised him, and so he doesn’t want Isaac 
to return to Haran.  

Seeing the importance of finding Isaac a wife from his 
own native land he gives his faithful servant the task 
of finding one.  He assures his servant that an angel 
will go ahead of him to guide him to the right woman.  
In verse 7 we see that the importance of this task is 
tied in with the promise that had already been made 
to Abraham, “To your offspring I will give this land”—
“he will send his angel before you so that you can get 
a wife for my son from there.”

The rest of this story is an amazing example of the 
faith of the servant in God’s promises.  His faith in 
God seems rooted in his continued observance 
of Abraham’s faith throughout the years, and also 
God’s faithfulness to the promises he had made.  The 



10

servant is very specific in the type of women he is 
seeking and Rebekah’s response makes it clear that 
finding her was no coincidence. Rather she was found 
in God’s guidance and in an answer to a prayer.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. Why do you think Abraham was so concerned 
about who Isaac married?

5. Why do you think Abraham’s servant was so 
specific in his prayer to find the right wife for Isaac?

6. What did Rebekah’s actions reveal to the servant 
about the type of woman she was?

7. What does the servant’s reaction in verses 26-27 
reveal about his understanding of the events 
that just happened?

Wrestling with Issues
8. Abraham’s servant was very specific in what he 
requested God to do in order to make clear who 
should be the bride for Isaac. Do you think this is a 
model for us to follow today? Why or why not?

Taking it to Heart
9. In the big picture of God’s promises to Abraham 
it might seem somewhat trivial to place so much 
importance on finding a wife for Isaac. What do you 
think this says about how we should view our 
requests to God?

10. What are some steps we can take to remind us 
of God’s faithfulness in keeping his promises?



11

The Gate of Heaven
Lesson 11  •  February 17  •  by Christy Gonet

Main Point
God and people can only be connected 
if God bridges the gap.

Getting Started
1. Name some examples of flawed and imperfect 
people God has used to accomplish His purposes. 

2. Does God tend to reveal Himself to people who 
are seeking him or to people who are living their 
lives oblivious to his presence and commandments? 
Explain your answer.

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson read Genesis 27-28, but focus 
in on Genesis 28:10-22, which is copied below.

"10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 
11 When he reached a certain place, he stopped for 
the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the 
stones there, he put it under his head and lay down 
to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw 

a stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching 
to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. 13 There above it stood the Lord, 
and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 
14 Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, 
and you will spread out to the west and to the east, 
to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you and your offspring. 
15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever 
you go, and I will bring you back to this land. 
I will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, 
he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, 
and I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, 
“How awesome is this place! This is none other than 
the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”
18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had 
placed under his head and set it up as a pillar and 
poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel, 
though the city used to be called Luz. 20 Then Jacob 
made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will 
watch over me on this journey I am taking and will 
give me food to eat and clothes to wear 21 so that 
I return safely to my father’s household, then the Lord 
will be my God 22 and this stone that I have set up as 
a pillar will be God’s house, and of all that you give 
me I will give you a tenth."
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In this week's passage God appears to Jacob in a 
dream while he is sleeping and promises to give 
him the same blessings he had previously promised 
to give to his grandfather Abraham and his father 
Isaac. God also promises to watch over Jacob on 
his journey and bring him back safely to his land. 
Although God blesses many individuals in Genesis, 
his decision to bless Jacob sometimes surprises 
people because of what happened before God gave 
Jacob this blessing. In the chapters leading up to this 
blessing, Jacob and Esau fight with one another over 
their inheritance and blessing. It is not completely 
their fault that they do not get along, as their parents 
have contributed to the situation.

In chapter 27, we see a dying Isaac secretly trying 
to bless Esau. The normal practice would have been 
to call both sons together to be blessed and to offer 
an individual blessing to each of them, but Isaac only 
plans on blessing Esau. When Isaac’s wife Rebekah 
overhears this, instead of going to Isaac to talk 
to him about this, she devises a plan to trick Isaac into 
blessing Jacob instead. Jacob goes along 
with Rebekah's plan and secures his father's blessing 
for himself. When Esau finds out what has happened, 
he starts planning his brother's murder. This leads 
to Jacob fleeing to his uncle's house in Paddam-Aram 
in order to escape his brother's wrath. And it is on 
this journey of running away from his brother that 
God appears to Jacob in a dream and promises 
to bless him.

Jacob’s dream involves a stairway that connects 
heaven with earth. When he looks at the stairway, 
he sees angels ascending and descending on it. 
The symbolism is that heaven and earth are 
connected in this place at this moment. And it is in 
this moment when heaven and earth are connected 
that God promises to pass the blessing of Abraham 
and Isaac (whom Jacob had just deceived) 

on to Jacob.

We are not used to seeing God make promises to 
bless people who have just acted deceitfully and are 
running away from the consequences of their actions, 
and yet that is what we encounter here. The reality is 
that we all sin, and no one is a good choice for God 
to work through based on their own merits. It is only by 
God's grace that any of us can be saved and that any 
of us can be a part of God's work on this earth. God 
knows all the good and bad things that we will do in 
our lives, and He chooses to love us and use anyway. 
This is possible because of who he is, and not because 
of who we are. God the Father sent his only Son to this 
earth to live the perfect life on our behalf, to die 
for our sins, and then to rise again so we can be 
granted eternal life. And this passage foretells that 
great news as well. 

After waking up from his dream, Jacob exclaims 
that this place is the house of God, the gate of heaven. 
He sets up a memorial to God and renames the place, 
Bethel, which means "house of God". God was at 
Bethel by his own choice, and he appeared to Jacob 
by His own decision. In direct contrast to the people 
who had tried to build a tower to heaven in 
Genesis 11, here God creates a stairway going from 
heaven to earth. He comes down to connect with 
Jacob and to begin a relationship with him. And even 
more exciting, in John 1:51, Jesus refers to this very 
passage to help us see who he is and what he came 
to do for us. He says to Nathanael, "Very truly I tell you, 
you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels 
of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 
Jesus came down from heaven to connect with us 
and to bless us, even as God connected with Jacob 
and promised to bless him in this passage. Jesus offers 
us salvation and a relationship with God, and we could 
not have either of these things without him. He is our 
bridge from heaven that will allow us to spend eternity 
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in the presence of God.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. God identifies himself in verse 13 as the God 
of Abraham and the God of Isaac so that Jacob would 
recognize him as the same God who made promises 
to them and protected them on their own journeys. 
Which of God's past acts do you identify him with 
and remember him for?

5. Bethel remained a special place where Jacob 
(and later the nation of Israel) could seek God and 
receive guidance from him. Have you ever had a 
special place away from the distractions of everyday 
life where it was easier for you to connect with God?

6. Does the fact that God can use people despite 
their shortcomings mean that we do not need to try to 
overcome our sins or grow in our moral character?

7. What are some of the ways in which people today 
try to build their own ladder up to God instead of 
accepting the fact that he has already built a stairway 
down to us?

Wrestling with Issues
8. Read verses 20-22. Do you think it was wrong 
of Jacob to place conditions upon committing 
wholeheartedly to serving and worshipping God? 
Explain your answer.

Taking it to Heart
9. Neither Esau nor Jacob are people of great moral 
character, so God's choosing of Jacob was not based 
on the fact that he was a better person than Esau. 
Likewise, God does not choose us because we are 
such wonderful people ourselves. How can you guard 
against the pride that sometimes creeps up that tells 
you that other people are not as good as you are or 
not as deserving of God's grace and forgiveness?

10. How can you share with someone you know that 
God loves them and has sent Jesus to bridge the gap 
between them and God?
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Struggled with God
Lesson 12  •  February 24  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
God’s blessing comes to those who struggle for it.

Getting Started
1. Do you think it is possible to be reverent toward 
God and yet to argue and struggle with him? If so, 
share how you think this would look?

2. What are some things that keep people from 
experiencing greater growth and joy and blessings 
from God?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 29-33, but focus 
in on Genesis 32:22-32, which is copied below.

"22 That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, 
his two female servants and his eleven sons and 
crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had 
sent them across the stream, he sent over all his 
possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man 

wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw 
that he could not overpower him, he touched the 
socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched 
as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, 
“Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob replied, 
“I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 
27 The man asked him, “What is your name?” 
“Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then the man said, 
“Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, 
because you have struggled with God and with 
humans and have overcome.” 29 Jacob said, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why do 
you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. 
30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is 
because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was 
spared.” 31 The sun rose above him as he passed 
Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.
32 Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the 
tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the 
socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon."

Jacob was a man who struggled through life. 
He struggled with his brother Esau, stealing both 
the birthright and the blessing because of his 
underhanded dealings. But his deception led him to 
flee for his life to his Uncle Laban. In Laban Jacob met 
his match. Laban was a conniving trickster. When he 
fell in love with Laban’s beautiful younger daughter 
Rachel, Jacob offered to work for Laban for seven 
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years in order to marry her. Laban agreed, and yet 
on the wedding night he tricked Jacob into marrying 
the older, homelier daughter Leah. Then he made 
Jacob work seven more years in order to marry 
Rachel as well.

Then, with two wives and two handmaids, Jacob 
struggled through rivalries, jealousies, and infertility. 
And he continually struggled to get the upper hand 
with Laban, who, according to Jacob in Genesis 
31:6, “cheated me by changing my wages ten times.” 
Jacob eventually fled from Laban and God protected 
him and allowed him to be free from his father-in-law. 
Genesis 32, then, begins with Jacob only one step 
away from returning to his homeland. The only 
remaining obstacle was his brother Esau, who was 
the reason why Jacob fled in the first place.

In order to test the waters, Jacob sent messengers 
to the land of Seir to feel out Esau’s attitude toward 
him. The men returned with the message that Esau, 
along with four hundred of his men, was coming out 
to meet Jacob. This struck fear deep into Jacob’s 
heart. He assumed that Esau was coming to attack 
him. He instantly went into damage control. 
He divided his family into two groups so that if one 
was attacked then the other group could escape. 
He cried out to God for help. And then he sent his 
family across the Jabbok stream so that he could 
spend the night alone.

While he was alone we are told that a man wrestled 
with him till daybreak. We don’t know how this came 
about, but Jacob ended up in an extended wrestling 
match with a stranger. When Jacob began to win 
the wrestling match, the man touched Jacob’s hip 
and wrenched it out of socket. Perhaps it was at that 
point that Jacob suspected that his opponent was no 
ordinary man.

As daybreak approached, the man asked Jacob to 
let him go, but Jacob refused to do so until the man 
blessed him. This seems like bizarre behavior by 
Jacob, but it makes sense in the larger context of 
the story. Jacob had cheated his way into the family 
blessing back in Genesis 27. Now Jacob wanted 
a legitimate blessing, and he believed that this 
mysterious man could give it. The man did give the 
blessing, and also changed Jacob’s name to Israel, 
which means “struggles with God.” This name change 
happened because Jacob had struggled (wrestled) 
with God and had prevailed. This doesn’t mean that 
God was truly at odds with him or that Jacob scored a 
win against the God of the universe. It simply means 
that Jacob continued to struggle forward in faith, 
despite his many difficulties and struggles.

In the end Jacob emerged with a blessing from God, 
in awe of the fact that he had wrestled with God 
himself that night. Jacob also emerged with a limp 
because of his injury from the wrestling. And, finally, 
Jacob emerged with a reconciled relationship with 
Esau. When Esau arrives the two brothers embrace 
and leave their conflict in the past. In Jacob’s time of 
greatest need he had clung to God for deliverance 
and God had granted him his request.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?
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4. In light of everything that led Jacob to where 
he finds himself in verse 22, what do you imagine 
are some of the thoughts going through his mind?
If you need to review, read verses 1-21.

5. The events in verses 22-32 are very strange. 
What do you think is the significance of the wrestling 
match that goes on?

6. Jacob asks for a blessing. What details 
in the story demonstrate just how desperate 
he was for the blessing?

7. Jacob is blessed as being a man who prevailed 
in his struggle with God and with men. What do you 
think it means to prevail in a struggle with God?

Wrestling with Issues
8. When you go through painful and frustrating 
circumstances, do you think it is best to see those 
difficulties as temptations from the devil or on testing 
from God? Explain your answer. 

Taking it to Heart
9. What are some ways that you can fight 
and struggle to pursue blessings from God?

10. One way that we engage in the struggle with God 
is through prayer. What are some ways that you can 
pursue God more faithfully in prayer?
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Get Rid of Your Foreign Gods
Lesson 13  •  March 3  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
God calls us to set aside anything that competes 
with him for our devotion.

Getting Started
1. In American culture we don’t have many physical 
and literal idols. Despite this, what do you think 
are some false gods that people worship?

2. For much of the history of Israel, the practice 
of idolatry was about the people keeping their 
options open. What are some ways that you 
are tempted to keep your options open that 
you will be okay even if God fails you?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 34-36, but focus 
in on Genesis 35:1-5, which is copied below.

"1 Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel 

and settle there, and build an altar there to God, 
who appeared to you when you were fleeing 
from your brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said to his 
household and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the 
foreign gods you have with you, and purify yourselves 
and change your clothes. 3 Then come, let us go 
up to Bethel, where I will build an altar to God, 
who answered me in the day of my distress and who 
has been with me wherever I have gone.” 4 So they 
gave Jacob all the foreign gods they had and the rings 
in their ears, and Jacob buried them under the oak 
at Shechem. 5 Then they set out, and the terror 
of God fell on the towns all around them so that 
no one pursued them."

Genesis 34 tells the story of Jacob in the city
of Shechem. In the story, Jacob’s daughter is raped
by the son of the city’s ruler, and Jacob’s sons kill every 
man in the city in revenge. It is in the aftermath of this 
slaughter that God speaks to Jacob in the first verse
of Genesis 35. He tells Jacob to leave Shechem
and go to Bethel, to settle there, and to build an altar. 
Bethel is where Jacob saw the vision of the stairway 
to heaven when he first fled from his brother Esau 
(Genesis 28:10-19).

In response to this call, Jacob gathers his family 
together to prepare them all. He tells them that they 
are about to travel to Bethel. But before that, he gives 
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them instructions. The first part of the instructions is 
for them to get rid of their foreign gods. Most likely 
this is reference back to Genesis 31:19 when Jacob 
and his family were fleeing from his father-in-law 
Laban. The verse says, “When Laban had gone to 
shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father’s household 
gods.” Rachel—Jacob’s younger wife—then hid the 
gods from Laban when he caught up with them. 
Presumably she still had them with her. Perhaps she 
saw these idols as a back-up plan in case Jacob’s 
God did not come through for them. And apparently 
Jacob had some sense that this was going on.
But now it is time to put those things aside.
He calls for his family to get rid of their foreign gods.

Jacob’s family responds and they all come and give 
him their idols. He buried them under an oak tree, 
and that is the end of that. This was a bold statement 
that the God who had revealed himself to Jacob long 
ago would be the only God to whom he and his family 
gave worship and devotion. They would bury all
of their back-up plans and rely solely in the one true 
God. To many of us this seems like an obvious thing 
to do. For them, though, this was probably scary.
If they were wrong about these other gods, then their 
actions could incur anger from them. On top of this, 
they could be throwing away a perfectly good option 
should things go wrong with Jacob’s god. It probably 
felt a lot like rock climbing on a steep incline and then 
removing all the ropes and carabiners. Either God 
would come through for them, or they would be
hung out to dry.

Verse 5 says that when they left the “terror of God fell 
on the towns all around them so that no one pursued 
them.” After the bloody events of chapter 34, Jacob 
and his family could easily have been attacked by 
people wanting to exact revenge or judgment.
And yet God scared the surrounding towns out

of making a move. Already God was showing
that he would be faithful to his promises.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. Jacob is told in verse 1 to return to Bethel. 
Read Genesis 28:10-19. What previous experience 
did Jacob have in Bethel?

5. It may seem shocking that Jacob had to instruct 
his family to get rid of their foreign gods (idols). 
It would be easy to assume that they had already 
done this. Why do you think they might have been 
holding onto them?

6. Read Jacob’s words in verse 3. What do these 
words tell you about Jacob’s perspective 
concerning God?

7. Verse 5 describes how God protected Jacob and his 
family as they departed. In what ways does this verse 
encourage us to walk in faith and obedience to God?
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Wrestling with Issues
8. What do you think is the difference between, 
on the one hand, acting with wisdom and caution 
and, on the other hand, trying to avoid risky steps 
of faith in following God? 

Taking it to Heart
9. Jacob buried his family’s idols, so that there would 
a sense of finality to them. What are some ways that 
you can take drastic steps in order to leave behind 
the idols that pull at your heart?

10. What is a practical way that you can step forward 
in faith, trusting God alone as the one who will save 
and guide you?
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What Comes of His Dreams
Lesson 14  •  March 10  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
God’s will is not thwarted by the actions 
of evil people.

Getting Started
1. Share about a time when you saw someone’s 
sinful actions lead to an unintended great result.

2. How does it impact your life if you believe 
that God has a master plan for the world, and for you?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 37-39, but focus 
in on Genesis 37:12-36, which is copied below.

"12 Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s 
flocks near Shechem, 13 and Israel said to Joseph, 
“As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks 
near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to 
them.” “Very well,” he replied. 14 So he said to him, 

“Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with 
the flocks, and bring word back to me.” Then he sent 
him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph 
arrived at Shechem, 15 a man found him wandering 
around in the fields and asked him, “What are you 
looking for?” 16 He replied, “I’m looking for my brothers. 
Can you tell me where they are grazing their flocks?” 
17 “They have moved on from here,” the man answered. 
“I heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.’ ” So Joseph 
went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 
18 But they saw him in the distance, and before he 
reached them, they plotted to kill him. 19 “Here comes 
that dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, 
let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns 
and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. 
Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him 
from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 
22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern 
here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” 
Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take 
him back to his father. 23 So when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate 
robe he was wearing—24 and they took him and threw 
him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was 
no water in it. 25 As they sat down to eat their meal, 
they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites 
coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with 
spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way 
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to take them down to Egypt. 26 Judah said to his 
brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother 
and cover up his blood? 27 Come, let’s sell him to the 
Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, 
he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.” 
His brothers agreed. 28 So when the Midianite 
merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up 
out of the cistern and sold him for twenty shekels 
of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 
29 When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that 
Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 30 He went 
back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! 
Where can I turn now?” 31 Then they got Joseph’s 
robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in 
the blood. 32 They took the ornate robe back to their 
father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see 
whether it is your son’s robe.” 33 He recognized it 
and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal 
has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to 
pieces.” 34 Then Jacob tore his clothes, 
put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 
35 All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, 
but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, 
“I will continue to mourn until I join my son in the 
grave.” So his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile, 
the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, 
one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard"

Starting in Genesis 37 we transition from Jacob as the 
main character to a focus on his son Joseph. 
Joseph was the second-to-last son born to Jacob 
and Jacob made no effort to hide the favoritism that 
he showed to Jacob. He made an ornate robe for him 
and made clear that he “loved Joseph more than any 
of his other sons” (verse 3). As if this was not enough 
to build resentment among Joseph’s brothers, 
Joseph then shares with them two dreams that he 
has had. Both of these dreams symbolize the idea 
that his brothers will one day bow down to him. 

As a result of these dreams, “they hated him all the 
more” (verse 8).

After this introduction, we are told that Joseph was 
sent by Jacob to visit his brothers while they were out 
shepherding the family flocks. Little did Jacob know 
that this would set in motion some events that would 
shape his family (and the world) for generations.
When Joseph was on his way to visit his brothers,
he stopped to ask a man for directions, and he 
receives help. Again, this is a seemingly random 
interaction that had significant consequences,
leading Joseph to meet up with his brothers.

As Joseph approaches the place where his brothers 
are, they begin to plot his death. Surely, they think, 
they could kill him and then make up an excuse 
about how he died. Reuben, Joseph’s oldest brother, 
talks them down from killing, though. In order to buy 
time, he suggests that they simply throw him into 
a cistern. The brothers agree to this plan, and they 
throw Joseph into an empty cistern. Later on, a group 
of merchants “randomly” come through the area and 
Joseph’s brothers decide to make a profit by selling 
their brother to the merchants. Then they dip Joseph’s 
famous coat in blood and lie to their father, telling him 
that Joseph must have been killed by a wild animal. 
The chapter ends with Jacob in deep mourning and 
Joseph sold off into slavery in Egypt.

This passage is simply the first step in a tumultuous 
journey for Joseph. This journey will lead to him being 
put in charge of the entire nation of Egypt. It will also 
lead to him saving his family from certain starvation 
during a famine. But it all began with a bunch of 
“chance” circumstances and with some evil actions 
by Joseph’s brothers. When God decides to do 
something, the evil actions of others are no threat
to that plan. In fact, God often uses those evil
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intentions and actions to accomplish exactly
what he intends.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. The story of Joseph is a story about God 
orchestrating seemingly random events in order 
to bring about his purposes. Read verses 12-17. 
In these verses, what different events happened 
in order to bring Joseph to the point of visiting 
his brothers?

5. In verses 18-20 what do you see as the motivations 
of Joseph’s brothers in regard to what they 
do to Joseph?

6. In verses 21-27, what different events take place 
that lead Joseph into being sold off into slavery?

7. Throughout this passage, Joseph’s brothers behave 
in evil and deceptive ways. What are some ways 
that the evil actions of people end up bringing 
about good things?

Wrestling with Issues
8. If God uses evil actions in order to bring about 
his good purposes, are people responsible 
for the evil things they do? Explain your answer. 

Taking it to Heart
9. If God uses even the evil actions of others to bring 
about his good purposes, how does this impact how 
you respond to being mistreated by others?

10. Think about a difficulty that you are facing now. 
As human beings we don’t have the ability to know 
for sure what God is up to when we face trials. 
But take some time to consider what he may be doing. 
What are some possible ways that God might use 
this current difficulty to bring about good purposes 
for you and for others?
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From the Dungeon
Lesson 15  •  March 17  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
God’s will is not thwarted by the people 
who are in power.

Getting Started
1. What kinds of people are normally thought 
of as powerful in our society?

2. Name some things that no one—not even the most 
powerful person in the world—can make happen.

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 40-41, but focus 
in on Genesis 41:14-40, which is copied below.

"14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly 
brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved 
and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. 
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no 
one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you 
that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 

16 “I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, 
“but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 
17 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was 
standing on the bank of the Nile, 18 when out of the 
river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, 
and they grazed among the reeds. 19 After them, 
seven other cows came up—scrawny and very ugly 
and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the 
land of Egypt. 20 The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven 
fat cows that came up first. 21 But even after they ate 
them, no one could tell that they had done so; 
they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up. 
22 “In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full 
and good, growing on a single stalk. 23 After them, 
seven other heads sprouted—withered and thin and 
scorched by the east wind. 24 The thin heads of grain 
swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this to the 
magicians, but none of them could explain it to me.” 
25 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of 
Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to 
Pharaoh what he is about to do. 26 The seven good 
cows are seven years, and the seven good heads of 
grain are seven years; it is one and the same dream. 
27 The seven lean, ugly cows that came up afterward 
are seven years, and so are the seven worthless 
heads of grain scorched by the east wind: 
They are seven years of famine. 28 “It is just as I said 
to Pharaoh: God has shown Pharaoh what he is about 
to do. 29 Seven years of great abundance are coming 
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throughout the land of Egypt, 30 but seven years 
of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance 
in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage 
the land. 31 The abundance in the land will not be 
remembered, because the famine that follows it will 
be so severe. 32 The reason the dream was given 
to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been 
firmly decided by God, and God will do it soon. 
33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and 
wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. 
34 Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land 
to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the seven 
years of abundance. 35 They should collect all the 
food of these good years that are coming and store 
up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, 
to be kept in the cities for food. 36 This food should be 
held in reserve for the country, to be used during the 
seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, 
so that the country may not be ruined by the famine.” 
37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his 
officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find 
anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of 
God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God 
has made all this known to you, there is no one so 
discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in charge 
of my palace, and all my people are to submit
to your orders. Only with respect to the throne
will I be greater than you."

In Genesis 37 Joseph was sold by his brothers into 
slavery. Then in Genesis 39 Joseph ended up in 
prison after being falsely accused of propositioning 
his master’s wife. In reality it was his master’s wife 
who had done the propositioning, but Joseph ended 
up in prison. Yet both in slavery and in prison,
God gave Joseph success and favor. He ended up 
being the top servant before bring thrown into prison 
where he ended up being put in charge of all the 
prisoners. God was working, even in the midst of trials 

and injustice.

In Genesis 41 we find Joseph called before Pharaoh
in order to interpret his dreams. The reason Joseph 
finds himself in this position is because he had 
interpreted the dream of a royal official who spent 
some time in prison. When Pharaoh has a troubling 
dream, the official has them call Joseph out from the 
dungeon to bring an interpretation. When asked
if he could help Pharaoh, Joseph bluntly states that
he cannot, but that God would give the interpretation
so that Joseph could pass it along.

Pharaoh’s dreams turned out to be warnings
of a future famine. Egypt was to experience seven 
years of great fruitfulness, followed by seven years
of severe famine. Joseph the wisely counsels Pharaoh 
to put someone in charge of preparing for the future 
famine. The wise path would be to store up grain 
during the good times, so that Egypt is prepared
for the bad times. Pharaoh is so impressed with 
Joseph that he puts him in charge of the entire nation. 
Joseph went from prison to prominence in a matter
of moments.

One of the statements Pharaoh made about Joseph 
was in verse 38: “Can we find anyone like this man, 
one in whom in the spirit of God?” It would have been 
easy for Joseph to conclude that God has abandoned 
him at several points along the way. Joseph was 
thrown into a cistern, then sold into slavery,
then falsely accused, then forgotten in prison.
But it turned out that God not only hadn’t abandoned 
him, but that God was working all of these strange 
events in order to put Joseph in the perfect position
to be a prince in Egypt.

One of the themes that this specific chapter of the 
Joseph story shows us is that even the people in 
power—slave owners, prison wardens, kings—are not 
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truly in charge of what happens in the world. God can 
move them around like chess pieces if he pleases.
He will accomplish his will not only despite these 
rulers, but he will often accomplish with will their 
unwitting decisions.

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. Read verses 14-16. What do you learn about Joseph 
based on his response to Pharaoh in verse 16?

5. God was able to give Joseph the interpretation 
of the dream. What does this tell you about the 
character and abilities of God?

6. Joseph not only gives Pharaoh the interpretation
of the dream, but he gives Pharaoh advice
in verses 33-36. Remember that Joseph has been 
rotting in a dungeon for the past two years.
What do you learn about Joseph’s character
based on his decision to offer advice?

7. The passage ends with Joseph being put in charge 
of Pharaoh’s affairs. From the dungeon to the palace. 
What does this dramatic turn of events say about God’s 
ability to accomplish his will?

Wrestling with Issues
8. God brought Joseph from the dungeon
to the palace. But Joseph could have objected,
“Why not skip the dungeon and bring me straight
to the palace?” God works bad things for our good,
but why do you think God allows (or causes)
the bad things to happen at all? 

Taking it to Heart
9. Imagine how discouraged Joseph could have
been when he was in the dungeon. He had no way
of knowing he was about to be brought into the 
palace. How can you fight against discouragement 
when you are suffering through difficulties?

10. Instead of indulging in self-pity, Joseph was faithful 
and diligent in his trials. How can you be faithful and 
diligent during the trials that you are currently facing?
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God Sent Me
Lesson 16  •  March 31  •  by Dan Franklin

Main Point
We are empowered to forgive when we see 
God’s sovereignty.

Getting Started
1. Share about a time when you saw God bring
about something wonderful through strange
and unexpected circumstances.

2. What do you think empowers people to be able 
to forgive others, especially when they have been 
severely wronged?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 42-45, but focus
in on Genesis 45:1-15, which is copied below.

"1 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before 
all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have everyone 
leave my presence!” So there was no one with 
Joseph when he made himself known to his brothers. 

2 And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians
heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard
about it. 3 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph!
Is my father still living?” But his brothers were
not able to answer him, because they were terrified
at his presence. 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers,
“Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, 
“I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 
5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry 
with yourselves for selling me here, because it was
to save lives that God sent me ahead of you.
6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, 
and for the next five years there will be no plowing
and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to 
preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. 8 “So then, it was not you 
who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 
Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all 
Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, 
‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made 
me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 
10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near 
me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks 
and herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you 
there, because five years of famine are still to come. 
Otherwise you and your household and all who belong 
to you will become destitute.’ 12 “You can see for 
yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is 
really I who am speaking to you. 13 Tell my father about 
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all the honor accorded me in Egypt and
about everything you have seen. And bring my 
father down here quickly.” 14 Then he threw his arms 
around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin 
embraced him, weeping. 15 And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers 
talked with him."

In Genesis 41 Joseph was brought into power in 
Egypt. When this happened, Joseph wisely led 
Egypt to save grain during their prosperous years so 
that they would be sustained during the predicted 
years of famine. When the famine hit Egypt (and the 
surrounding areas), Joseph’s family was impacted 
by this. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt in order to buy 
grain. When they went, Jacob kept with him his new 
favorite son Benjamin (the only one of Joseph’s 
brothers who was from the same mother as Joseph). 
When the brothers arrived to buy grain, they bowed 
down before the leader of the land—Joseph!
This was just as Joseph’s dream had indicated 
(Genesis 37:5-11). Joseph immediately recognized
his brothers, but they did not recognize him.

Joseph then put his brothers through a series
of strange experiences. On the surface, it could
seem like Joseph was getting revenge on his 
brothers. Upon closer inspection, though,
it becomes clear that Joseph was instead putting 
them to the test. He orchestrated events so that
his brothers would once again find themselves
in a situation in which they could rid themselves
of their younger favored brother. It seems that
he wanted to see if anything had changed.

In order to set up this situation, Joseph accuses
his brothers of being spies. After he questions then, 
he imprisons his brother Simeon and sends the rest 
home, saying that they must not return unless they 

bring with them their youngest brother. Jacob resists 
sending Benjamin for a while, but he eventually 
relents, and the ten remaining brothers return to 
Egypt. When they arrive, Joseph treats them well and 
feeds them. All the while he is filled with emotion to be 
in the presence of his brothers—especially Benjamin.

When his brothers depart with their newly bought 
grain, Joseph secretly puts his silver cup in Benjamin’s 
sack of grain. Then Joseph sends men to go 
and arrest the brothers. When the “stolen” cup is 
discovered, the ten brothers return to Egypt. Joseph—
still unknown to his brothers—then says that he will 
imprison Benjamin while the rest of them can go free. 
However, the brothers all insist that Benjamin must 
be released so that they father does not die of grief. 
Judah even offers to stay in Benjamin’s place!

It is at this point that Joseph finally makes himself 
known to his brothers. His brothers respond with 
shock and fear. They are stunned to be face to 
face with the brother that they sold into slavery so 
many years ago. But Joseph assures them that they 
don’t need to fear. Despite all the wrongs they had 
committed against him, he is not angry. He sees now 
that God orchestrated everything so that Joseph 
would be in a position to save them from starvation. 
In fact he insists that they were not the ones who sent 
him to Egypt. It was God who sent him. 

Joseph’s ability to forgive his brothers might seem 
profound and surprising to us. His forgiveness was 
not based on the fact that he wasn’t hurt by his 
brothers. He was! And his forgiveness was not based 
on their apology. He forgave them before they ever 
apologized. His ability to forgive them was based 
on the fact that their evil against him was used by 
God to bring about a greater good than would have 
happened if he had never been wronged.
God’s sovereignty empowered his forgiveness.
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Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. Verse 3 says that when Joseph finally revealed 
himself to his brothers, they were “terrified at his 
presence.” What do you think they expected 
Joseph to do, and why?

5. Read Joseph’s speech in verses 4-7. How would 
you summarize Joseph’s perspective as it is revealed 
in these verses?

6. In verses 8-11 Joseph promises to provide
for his brothers, and tells them to bring the rest of 
their family to Egypt. Their presence in Egypt starts 
well, but eventually turns into the slavery that God 
predicted to Abraham in Genesis 15:13-17. What does 
this tell you about God’s sovereignty and how that 
sovereignty relates to his people?

7. Joseph’s reconciliation with his brothers (verses 
12-15) was driven by the peace he received through 
God’s sovereignty. How can God’s sovereign control 
impact your ability to forgive others?

Wrestling with Issues
8. Joseph doesn’t say, “You, my brothers, sent me 
to Egypt, but God turned that into something good.” 
Instead he says, “It was not you who sent me here, 
but God.” What do you think is the relationship 
between God’s sovereignty and the evil actions 
of human beings? 

Taking it to Heart
9. Is there any grudge that you have been holding 
onto? If so, how does God’s sovereignty help you 
to look differently at the wrongs that you suffered?

10. How can you encourage others who are facing 
trials by pointing them toward God’s sovereignty 
even in the midst of human evil?
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God Intended It for Good
Lesson 17  •  April 7  •  by Bill Mulligan

Main Point
God brings beauty and order out of chaos and evil.

Getting Started
1. Share an event in your life that you had difficulty 
seeing any good coming from.

2. How do chaos and evil often block our vision 
of what God is doing?

Explanation of the 
Passage
For this lesson, read Genesis 46-50, but focus
in on Genesis 50:15-26, which is copied below.

"15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was 
dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a grudge 
against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we 
did to him?” 16So they sent word to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you 
to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs 

they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please 
forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your 
father.” When their message came to him, Joseph 
wept. 18His brothers then came and threw themselves 
down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 19But 
Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place 
of God? 20You intended to harm me, but God intended 
it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the 
saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will 
provide for you and your children.” And he reassured 
them and spoke kindly to them. 22Joseph stayed in 
Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a 
hundred and ten years 23and saw the third generation 
of Ephraim’s children. Also the children of Makir son of 
Manasseh were placed at birth on Joseph’s knees.
24Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. 
But God will surely come to your aid and take you up 
out of this land to the land he promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 25And Joseph made the 
Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely 
come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones 
up from this place.” 26So Joseph died at the age of a 
hundred and ten. And after they embalmed him, he 
was placed in a coffin in Egypt."

As we come to the end of Genesis we are given a final 
insight into the workings of God’s power and purpose. 
Since Genesis 37 we have read the amazing story 
of Joseph, of his brothers, and of his father Jacob.  



30

Chapters 46-50 continue to reveal how God provided 
for the family of Abraham and his descendants.
The stories in these chapters show how God directed 
and guided this family despite outward threats 
and family turmoil. Through it all God’s power and 
purpose moved this family toward the final promises 
God had made of land, of a nation, and of a future 
blessing to all nations.  In an amazing twist we see 
that in order to receive the land God had promised, 
the descendants of Abraham would move to Egypt 
first in order to survive the famine in the land and to 
grow the nation of Israel over the next 400 years.
After all that Joseph went through with his brothers, 
along with all his suffering in Egypt, we finally read 
about the great “reveal” of Joseph to his long lost 
brothers and father.  It is in chapter 50 that Joseph 
alleviates the fear his brothers have after Jacob has 
died. It is also in this chapter that through Joseph it is 
revealed how God’s purposes and promises always 
triumph over the sinfulness of people.  

In verses 19 and 20 Joseph’s brothers are so worried 
that now that their father is dead, that Joseph will 
seek revenge over all the evil they had committed 
towards him.  It is Joseph’s response that clearly 
shows he had an understanding of God’s purpose in 
all that had happened.  He asks his brothers a simple 
question: “Am I in the place of God?”  He then gives 
us a Godly perspective of what was the true reality 
of the events that had taken place: ”You intended to 
harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish 
what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”  

Because the brothers did not have a vision of God’s 
work and purpose they were still living in fear.  
Joseph reminded them that God has a bigger plan 
than we can ever imagine.  When we have a vision
of what God can do, and has done for us, then his 
words to his brothers makes even more sense:

“‘So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for you
and your children.’ And he reassured them
and spoke kindly to them.”

Digging In
3. What struck you most about this passage—
or about the sermon, if you heard it?

4. According to verse 15, why were Joseph’s 
brothers still afraid?

5. Why was Joseph’s perspective on events different 
than his brothers?

6. Of what does Joseph remind his brothers 
in verses 24-25? Why do you think he reminds 
them of this truth?

7. The story of Genesis seems to end anti-climactically 
with the death of Joseph. But Genesis flows right into 
Exodus and the books that follow. Read Exodus 1:8-10. 
How does the end of Genesis set up for the beginning 
of Exodus?
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Wrestling with Issues
8. Do you think God directs evil into our lives in order 
to accomplish his perfect will? Why or why not? 

Taking it to Heart
9. How can answering Joseph’s question in 
verse 19 help us to evaluate events in our lives 
from God’s perspective?

10. How does Joseph’s example of forgiveness tie 
in with how we see events from God’s perspective?


