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Lesson 1: Let No One Separate 
Matthew 19:3-12 • pp. 4-5 • Feb. 4

Lesson 2: First Things Last 
Matthew 20:1-16 • pp. 6-7 • Feb. 11

LIFEGROUP  
STUDY GUIDE
by Dan Franklin

This study guide follows along with 

LBF Church’s current Sunday message series 

and is intended to be a supplement in your 

daily passionate pursuit of Jesus. 

• Watch last Sunday’s message video:

www.lbf.church/messages

Is your group stumped? Did you come to 

a question that you feel needs clarification? 

Our church isn’t too big. Contact Pastor Dan 

with your questions. 

• Contact Pastor Dan:

danfranklin@lbfchurch.com
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LET NO ONE SEPARATE
Lesson  1  •  February 4

MAIN POINT
Marriage is created by God to be a lifelong union.

INTRODUCTION
When it comes to divorce, most of us feel pulled in two 

opposing directions. On the one hand, we bemoan 

how easily people pursue divorce instead of working 

out their problems in marriage. On the other hand, we 

don’t want people to be stuck in horrible marriages 

with no opportunity to get out. Both of these ideas 

(understandably) pull at us, and so we’re not quite sure 

what to do. If a friend is considering divorce, should we 

strongly advise them against this, or should we back off 

and promise support for them in whatever they decide?

In the passage that accompanies this lesson, Jesus is 

asked about divorce. Jesus’ response doesn’t simply 

give us ground rules for marriage and divorce. His 

response also gives us a much bigger picture of how 

God views—and how we are meant to view—the gift of 

marriage.

In this lesson, prepare to think fresh about marriage in 

general, and also your own current (or future) marriage.

GETTING STARTED
1. What do you think are some of the main reasons 
why divorce has become so common in American 
culture?

2. Under what circumstances—if any—do you think 
divorce is acceptable? Be specific.

DIGGING IN

Read Matthew 19:3-12.

3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They 

asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 

any and every reason?” 

4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the 

beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female,’ 

5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 

two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.” 

7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command that 

a man give his wife a certificate of divorce and send 

her away?” 

8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce 

your wives because your hearts were hard. But it 

was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you 

that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual 

immorality, and marries another woman commits 

adultery.” 

10 The disciples said to him, “If this is the situation 

between a husband and wife, it is better not to 

marry.” 

11 Jesus replied, “Not everyone can accept this 

word, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 

For there are eunuchs who were born that way, and 

there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by 

others—and there are those who choose to live like 

eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. The 

one who can accept this should accept it.” 

3. What stood out to you in this passage? If you 
listened to the sermon, feel free to share something 
significant that you remember.



5
LBF.CHURCH

4. Verse 3 says that the Pharisees tested Jesus. What

exactly do you think the test was?

5. In verses 4-6, what is Jesus’ main reason for

advocating for the permanence of marriage?

6. After the question in verse 7, what clarifications

does Jesus bring in verses 8-9?

7. What do you conclude from (a) the disciples’ 
response in verse 10 and (b) Jesus' final words in 
verses 11-12?

WRESTLING WITH ISSUES
8. Jesus appears to make an exception for divorce in

cases of “sexual immorality” (which most take to be a

reference to adultery). Why do you think that this is an

exception, while other reasons for divorce are not?

9. If divorce is intended only for extreme exceptional

cases, what do you think people are meant to do when

they experience significant marriage issues that are

not related to adultery?

CONNECTING TO THE GOSPEL
10. Read Ephesians 5:28-33. Why do Paul’s words in

this passage reinforce the significance of marriage as a

lifelong commitment?

TAKING IT TO HEART
11. If you are married, in what ways are you protecting

yourself and your marriage from the danger of

alienation and divorce?

12. How can you positively contribute to a church

culture that values marriage and takes Jesus’ words

about marriage and divorce seriously?
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FIRST THINGS LAST
Lesson  2  •  February 12

MAIN POINT
Disciples of Jesus find their identity in response to 

God’s generosity, and not through comparisons with 

other people.

INTRODUCTION
Have you ever found yourself rooting against someone? 

I have. When I was a junior in high school, a new kid 

moved to my high school and joined the water polo 

team (to which I already belonged). The only problem 

with this is that I wanted to be a starter, and this new 

guy posed a threat to that starting position. So, I found 

myself—during practices and even sometimes in 

games—rooting for him to make mistakes and fail. I 

rooted against him because the only way that I saw for 

my situation to get better was for his situation to get 

worse.

We are often tempted to see others as threats to us. 

Instead of celebrating their successes or their good 

fortune, we resent them and wish for their downfall. 

This is not a new phenomenon. It was present in Jesus’ 

day also. In fact, he told a parable to illustrate both this 

problem and God’s guidance for how we respond.

The parable in Matthew 20:1-16 may confuse you, and it 

may even infuriate you. But in the end, Jesus gives us a 

message that we all desperately need.

GETTING STARTED
1. In what areas of your life are you most tempted to 

compare yourselves to others?

2.Why do you think most of us are so tempted to 

compare ourselves to others? What do we stand to 

gain from doing this?

DIGGING IN
Read Matthew 20:1-16.

1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who 

went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 

vineyard. 2 He agreed to pay them a denarius for the 

day and sent them into his vineyard. 

3 “About nine in the morning he went out and saw 

others standing in the marketplace doing nothing. 4 

He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, 

and I will pay you whatever is right.’ 5 So they went. 

“He went out again about noon and about three in 

the afternoon and did the same thing. 6 About five 

in the afternoon he went out and found still others 

standing around. He asked them, ‘Why have you 

been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 

7 “ ‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 

“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my 

vineyard.’ 

8 “When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them 

their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and 

going on to the first.’ 

9 “The workers who were hired about five in the 

afternoon came and each received a denarius. 10 So 

when those came who were hired first, they expected 

to receive more. But each one of them also received 

a denarius. 11 When they received it, they began to 

grumble against the landowner. 12 ‘These who were 

hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 

13 “But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being 

unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a 

denarius? 14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the 

one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 
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Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own 

money? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ 

16 “So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

3. What stood out to you in this passage? If you 

listened to the sermon, feel free to share something 

significant that you remember.

4. If the earliest workers started at 6am, and if quitting 

time was 6pm, then how long did each group of 

workers work?

5. Why were the first workers so upset about the 

wages that were paid?

6. What is the landowner’s rationale for why he paid 

the workers the way that he did?

7. Jesus ends the parable by saying, “So the last will 

be first, and the first will be last.” In the context of this 

parable, what do you think this statement means?

WRESTLING WITH ISSUES
8. The last verse before this parable (Matthew 19:30) 

is virtually the same as the last verse of this parable 

(Matthew 20:16). Read Matthew 19:27-30. How do 

you think this passage is related to the parable that 

follows?

CONNECTING TO THE GOSPEL
9. This parable seems to remove room for bragging 

rights among Christians. Read Ephesians 2:8-10. How 

does this passage relate to how Christians might be 

tempted to compare themselves to each other?

TAKING IT TO HEART
10. Take some time to list some of the ways that God 

has shown his generosity in your life. What most 

stands out to you as you reflect on this list?

11. How can you actively guard against envy and 

resentment toward others—especially when you think 

you are better than them?


