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Lesson 1: Faith Requires Patience
John 12:12-16 • pp. 4-5 • Mar. 29

Lesson 2: Faith Requires Courage
John 20:24-31 • pp. 6-7 • Apr. 5

Lesson 3: Faith Requires Perserverance
Hebrews 12:4-13 • pp.8-9 • Apr. 12

LIFEGROUP  
STUDY GUIDE
by Dan Franklin

This study guide follows along with 

LBF Church’s current Sunday message series 

and is intended to be a supplement in your 

daily passionate pursuit of Jesus. 

• Watch last Sunday’s message video: 

www.lbf.church/messages

Is your group stumped? Did you come to 

a question that you feel needs clarification? 

Our church isn’t too big. Contact Pastor Dan 

with your questions. 

• Contact Pastor Dan: 

danfranklin@lbfchurch.com
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FAITH REQUIRES PATIENCE
Lesson 1  •  March 29

MAIN POINT
Faith empowers us to have confidence that confusing 

events will make sense when we look back on them 

later.

INTRODUCTION
The 2006 movie, The Prestige, has a twist ending 

(don’t worry, I won’t spoil it). The ending is a big surprise 

to most people when they see the movie for the first 

time. I’ll admit that I didn’t see it coming at all. But if you 

rewatch the movie, the twist seems painfully obvious. 

It seems almost impossible to believe that someone 

wouldn’t see the twist coming. In fact, after a second 

viewing, one of my sons turned to me and said, “It 

seems incredibly obvious once you know what happens 

at the end.”

As believers in Jesus, we are often confused about 

what God is up to. He doesn’t answer our prayers in 

the ways that we expect. We face trials that seem to 

have no purpose. Godly people su�er, while wicked 

people prosper. It’s di�cult to figure out what is going 

on, especially since we have not yet seen the ending to 

this story. But faith leads us to trust that God will keep all 

his promises in the end, and that every challenge and 

di�culty—no matter how small—will have meaning and 

purpose. Faith leads us through times of confusion, but 

faith requires patience.

In the Palm Sunday passage that accompanies this 

lesson, we see Jesus take actions that mystify his 

disciples. They are in the dark about the meaning 

and purpose of his actions. But we are told that, later 

on, everything became clear to them. As you walk 

through this lesson take time to get into the disciples' 

shoes (or sandals) and experience the story from their 

perspective. Also, take time to think about what it 

means to practice the kind of faith that will allow you to 

experience confusion with confidence that things will 

make more sense in the future.

GETTING STARTED
1. Share a way that you are currently confused about 

something that God did (or didn’t do). How is that 

confusion impacting you?

2. What are some of the possible explanations for 

what is happening when God’s actions are di�cult for 

us to understand?

DIGGING IN
Read John 12:12-16.

12 The next day the great crowd that had come 

for the festival heard that Jesus was on his way to 

Jerusalem. 13 They took palm branches and went out 

to meet him, shouting, 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the king of Israel!” 

14 Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it is 

written: 

15 “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; 

see, your king is coming, 

seated on a donkey’s colt.” 

16 At first his disciples did not understand all this. 

Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize that 

these things had been written about him and that 

these things had been done to him.
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3. What stood out to you in this passage? If you 

listened to the sermon, feel free to share something 

significant that you remember.

4. Based on what the people shouted in verse 13, 

what do you think were their expectations of Jesus?

5. Read Zechariah 9:9 to see the full verse that is 

partially quoted in verse 15. What qualities of Jesus 

are predicted in this prophecy?

6. Verse 14 depicts Jesus intentionally choosing to 

ride into Jerusalem on the donkey. Based on the 

surrounding verses, what do you think Jesus meant 

to communicate through this act?

7. Focus on verse 16. Do you think it was possible for 

the disciples to understand Jesus’ actions at the time, 

or were his actions only possible to understand in 

retrospect?

WRESTLING WITH ISSUES
8. Why do you think Jesus did not more fully explain 

his actions to his disciples? And why does God not 

explain his actions to us more fully today?

CONNECTING TO THE GOSPEL
9. We are saved by faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). What do 

you see as the basis for the ongoing faith of believers?

TAKING IT TO HEART
10. Share about a time in the past when something 

God did (or didn’t do) troubled you, but later you had a 

di�erent perspective on it.

11. If Jesus was a humble king who chose su�ering, 

what do you think you ought to expect to experience 

as you follow him?
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FAITH REQUIRES COURAGE
Lesson 2  •  April 5

MAIN POINT
Faith in Jesus is not a blind leap, but it is a 

courageous step into the unknown.

INTRODUCTION
“Faith is believing something when common sense 

tells you not to.” That line was spoken prominently in 

the classic Christmas movie, Miracle on 34th Street. 

But even if you’ve never seen the film, you have almost 

certainly heard that same sentiment when people speak 

of faith. Sometimes faith is described as a blind leap. 

Faith is when you have no good reason for believing 

something, but you believe it anyway.

Or is it?

In John 20 Jesus is raised from the dead and he 

appears to his disciples. But one of the disciples, 

Thomas, is not present for this appearance and refuses 

to believe that it has happened. In the passage that 

accompanies this lesson, we get to see what happened 

to transform Thomas from a doubter into a believer. And 

we get a very important insight into what faith is. While it 

is not a blind leap, faith always requires courage.

GETTING STARTED
1. What is your definition of faith?

2. What do you think should be the relationship 

between (1) what you place your faith in and (2) what 

you see good evidence for?

DIGGING IN
Read John 20:24-31

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the 

Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 

25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in 

his hands and put my finger where the nails were, 

and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house 

again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors 

were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 

and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to 

Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting 

and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, 

you have believed; blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Jesus performed many other signs in the 

presence of his disciples, which are not recorded 

in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, 

and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

3. What stood out to you in this passage? If you 

listened to the sermon, feel free to share something 

significant that you remember.
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4. Focus on verses 24-25. Why do you think Thomas 

was unwilling to accept the testimony of his fellow 

disciples when it came to Jesus’ resurrection?

5. What do you think it tells us about Jesus that he 

was willing to grant Thomas’ request (verse 27)?

  

6. John mentions nothing about Thomas taking 

Jesus up on the o�er to touch his wounds. Instead 

he responds in verse 28. What does his response tell 

you about what our response should be if we believe 

in the resurrection of Jesus?

7. What do you notice about the statement that Jesus 

makes to Thomas in verse 29?

WRESTLING WITH ISSUES
8. How is believing without seeing di�erent from 

believing something with no evidence?

CONNECTING TO THE GOSPEL
9. According to verses 30-31, why are Jesus’ miracles 

(including the resurrection) recorded for us in the 

Bible?

TAKING IT TO HEART
10. What does it mean to you to have Jesus pronounce 

a special blessing on those of us who believe in him 

without ever seeing him (verse 29)?

11. What next step of faith—a step that will require 

courage—do you sense that God is calling you to take?
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FAITH REQUIRES PERSEVERANCE
Lesson 3  •  April 12

MAIN POINT
The life of faith is always meaningful, but never easy.

INTRODUCTION
Those of us who live in the U.S. in the 21st Century 

are free from many of the di�culties that most people 

have faced throughout history. We are largely free from 

hunger and thirst, we have access to education, and we 

are safe from many dangers. We are not problem free, 

but we are used to expecting problems to be solved. 

When events happen that lead to di�culties, it is easy to 

think that those di�culties should simply go away. We 

see them as something strange instead of seeing them 

as the norm.

Jesus, on the other hand, said that the road that leads 

to life is narrow and di�cult. We should not expect 

the Christian life to be easy. After all, when we walk 

with Jesus by faith we are in a battle against spiritual 

enemies as we look to be transformed by the power of 

the Holy Spirit. When you pause to think about the life 

of faith in those terms, it seems silly that we would be 

surprised when we face di�culties.

In the passage that accompanies this lesson, the author 

of Hebrews speaks of the discipline that God uses on 

his children. This is not just about punishment for our 

missteps and sins. It is about God shaping us into who 

we are meant to be. But no discipline is pleasant at the 

time. It is only when we see the bigger picture that we 

can make sense of it.

As you engage with this lesson, prepare to rethink your 

perspective on the trials and di�culties that you are 

facing. Instead of seeing them as frustrations that should 

simply go away, you will be invited to see them as part 

of God’s training program for your spiritual growth.

GETTING STARTED
1. How do you normally react when things in your life 

are not easy?

2. What are some challenges that come along with 

living a life of faith that would not be present if you 

weren’t a believer?

DIGGING IN
Read Hebrews 12:4-13.

4 "In your struggle against sin, you have not yet 

resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 

And have you completely forgotten this word of 

encouragement that addresses you as a father 

addresses his son? It says, 

'My son, do not make light of the Lord’s discipline, 

and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

6 because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 

and he chastens everyone he accepts as his son.' 

7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you 

as his children. For what children are not disciplined 

by their father? 8 If you are not disciplined—and 

everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not 

legitimate, not true sons and daughters at all. 9 

Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it. How 

much more should we submit to the Father of spirits 

and live! 10 They disciplined us for a little while as 

they thought best; but God disciplines us for our 

good, in order that we may share in his holiness. 

11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but 

painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of 

righteousness and peace for those who have been 

trained by it. 
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12 Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak 

knees. 13 'Make level paths for your feet,' so that the 

lame may not be disabled, but rather healed." 

3. What stood out to you in this passage? If you 

listened to the sermon, feel free to share something 

significant that you remember.

4. What do you think is the message that the author 

hopes his readers will take away from what he says in 

verse 4?

5. What is so vital about seeing the connection 

between God’s love and his discipline?

 

6. According to verse 11, what is the intended result 

when God disciplines us?

7. How would you sum up the author’s call to action in 

verses 12-13?

WRESTLING WITH ISSUES
8. Not all discipline has to do with punishment for 

doing something wrong. Sometimes discipline comes 

simply because of something lacking in us. In light 

of this, what are some of the di�erent experiences 

we have that might fall into the category of God’s 

discipline?

CONNECTING TO THE GOSPEL
9. Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, there is now no 

condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” 

Believers in Jesus don’t need to fear God’s 

condemnation. How is God disciplining us di�erent 

from him condemning us?

TAKING IT TO HEART
10. What good fruit have you seen God bring from 

di�culties that, at one time, you wished you didn’t 

have to go through?

11. Think of an area of your life right now that is 

di�cult. How have you been responding? In light of 

Hebrews 12:4-13, how do you think God is calling you 

to respond?


